
(From the Chair continued…)
   With new faculty hires, we have 
expanded our areas of emphasis to 
include social network analysis and 
broader integration of biology with 
sociology. In the process we have re-
mained a collegial, collaborative de-
partment that continues to attract, 
mentor, and retain bright young 
faculty as a foundation for future 
growth.
   Our graduate students continue to 
support each other through NASGS 
plus teaching and research semi-
nars.  They are presenting papers at 
conferences, publishing, engaging in 
research, and teaching. You will see 
the many undergraduate and gradu-
ate student accomplishments in the 
award announcements throughout.

   Of course, we maintain a commit-
ment to quality teaching. Many of 
our graduate student alum succeed 
in teaching-focused faculty posi-
tions after the intensive teaching 
professional development that we 
provide. In addition, we have several 
alum in research-focused positions 
who benefited from mentoring and 
professional development seminars 
in publishing.
   As this overview and the following 
pages indicate, the UNL Sociology 
Department continues to thrive.

-Julia McQuillan 

USTARS
We are making new efforts to in-
crease the number of majors in 
Sociology. One challenge our stu-
dents have been experiencing is 
combining research experience 
with their education. Due to limit-
ed funds, the university-wide Un-
dergraduate Creative and Research 
Experience (UCARE) supports 
only a fraction of our students. To 
increase support for student re-
search experiences and help with 
the cost of college, we started the 
USTARS program (Undergraduate 
Sociology Teaching and Research 
Students). Faculty or advanced 
graduate students who need sup-
port with teaching or research can 
invite sociology majors or minors 
to work with them. Students can 
earn income or credits through 

their USTARS work.

   The Undergraduate Committee 
created a new way for majors to 
see how choosing a coherent set of 
courses can lead to various career 
paths for students who earn their 
degree in Sociology. 

Sheila Soto

Shelby Koenig

Click on pictures to be linked 
to our stories.

Or visit
 http://soc.unl.edu/sociology-stories

Students from Lory Dance’s Sociology  101 Class dancing during “dead 
week” to engage students in a flash mob. Click on the picture to see all 
the slick dance moves or visit our website for more information. 

Undergraduate Program
    With this new structure, Sociol-
ogy in Focus, students can focus on 
family, health, inequality or crime 
while pursing the sociology degree. 

Sociology Spotlight: Dead Week Dancing
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