
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN 

SOCI 101: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 

FALL 2016 

 

Instructor: Trenton M. Haltom (Mr. T) 

Office: 409 Oldfather Hall (409 OLDH) 

E-Mail: tmhaltom@huskers.unl.edu 

Course Number: SOCI 101 (006) 

Class Time: MWF 10:30 am - 11:20 am 

Location: BURN-204 

Office Hours: Monday 11:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Tuesday 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm  

and by appointment 

 

Course Description 

In this Introduction to Sociology (SOCI 101) course we will investigate society and human 

interactions. Drawing heavily from C. Wright Mills’ sociological imagination, we will identify 

connections between our personal experiences and our social environment. We will also focus on 

theoretical and conceptual frameworks developed by sociologists and explore how sociologists 

apply these frameworks in their research. Sociological terminology will also be emphasized as it 

forms the basis of the discipline.  

 

Students will learn and be encouraged to think critically and sociologically on a vast array of 

societal issues concerning gender, sexuality, crime, families, health, race/ethnicity, and 

education. Together, we will explore the world around us through a sociological lens. Utilizing 

course materials, this course also acts as a space for the application of sociological concepts and 

terminology to current events, pop culture, and online content. 

 

Course Objectives: 

Following the completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Demonstrate understanding of fundamental sociological theories and concepts; 

 Explain the process of sociological research; 

 Discover and develop our own sociological imaginations and apply it to societal issues; 

 Understand the ways in which social institutions are interdependent; and 

 Explore how social factors contribute to social inequalities and efforts to create social 

change. 

 

Achievement-Centered Education (ACE) Student Learning Outcomes 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln seeks to provide quality education to all of its students.   To 

that end, it has designated certain classes as ACE certified.   These classes provide and 

assess specific learning outcomes. As an ACE class, Sociology 101 - Introduction to Sociology 

will facilitate Learning Outcome #6: Using knowledge, theories, methods, and historical 

perspectives appropriate to the social sciences to understand and evaluate human behavior.   This 

class will: 

 Provide opportunities to increase your knowledge of an individual's relationship with 

society, key sociological theories, prevalent patterns of inequality, and sociological 

perspectives on primary institutions through lectures, videos, and readings. 

 Offer opportunities to acquire knowledge relevant to understanding patterns of human 

behavior. 
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Course Requirements  

Required Text 

The textbook can be purchased at the University Bookstore: 

 

Manza, Jeff, et al. 2016. The Sociology Project 2.0: Introducing the Sociological Imagination. 

New York: Pearson Education, Inc. ISBN: 978-0-13-379224-9.  

 

This text comes with a free web-based application (app): Revel. Revel allows you to take “self-

check” quizzes and graded quizzes. Revel also allows you to access the text through any mobile 

device or computer.  

 

Computer Lab Options 

Sociology Computer Lab  Adele Hall Learning Commons (Library)  

Rm. 738 Oldfather Hall 

OPEN Mon. – Fri., 8:15 – 4:45 

Printing Available 

Open 24 Hours 

Printing Available 

Huskertech open Mon. – Fri., 8:00 – 7:00 

MAC and PC laptops available for check out 

 

Blackboard 

The Blackboard portal <my.unl.edu> will be used for posting of syllabi, supplementary reading 

materials, outlines, grades, and other important course information and updates. If you have any 

limitations using Blackboard, notify me immediately, as computer access is a requirement of this 

course. 

 

Technology 

While technology and multimedia will be used in class as teaching tools and are required for 

success in the course, please refrain from using electronic devices for personal use as a courtesy 

to the instructor and those around you. Please note that checking Facebook, Twitter, E-Mail, text 

messages, Instagram, Snapchat, Yik Yak, Grindr, Tinder, Tumblr, etc., are prohibited unless 

prompted by the instructor for educational purposes. In sum, devices should be used for course 

tasks as instructed.  

 

While you may use your computer as a way of taking notes, however, I encourage you to take 

notes by hand. There is research to suggest that writing by hand helps students recall the material 

later. Lecture notes or slides will not be publically available.  

 

Students are required to bring an Internet enabled device to class each day. This includes, but is 

not limited to: cell phones, tablets, or laptops. In class we will be using two interactive forms of 

online content: Padlet (padlet.com/tmhaltom/Soci101Fall16) and Socrative.com (Classroom 

Number: TJQ33TSK). Please bookmark each of the links into your Internet browser.  

 

Course Conduct 

At times, class discussions may become controversial. While you may not agree with a topic or 

speaker, please respect the expressed opinions or beliefs. Use these times to learn about a new 

topic and broaden your understanding. This is my challenge to you and it is my place to guide 

these discussions in a healthy direction to promote a positive learning environment.  
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Lectures and Class Participation 

Attendance will not be taken at lectures. It is expected, however, that you attend class on a 

regular basis. In-class activities will often act as forms of attendance; more about these activities 

can be found below. Students who fail to attend class regularly may have difficulty fulfilling the 

requirements of this course.   

 

If you need any clarification on course material(s) discussed, please see me in office hours. I will 

not, however, provide you with notes from class: this responsibility lies with your peers. 

Furthermore, class attendance is not limited to merely your presence, but an active and engaged 

presence. Because the classroom is a place for a positive and supportive learning environment, 

any display of passive attendance (such as arriving late or leaving early or falling asleep) will be 

regarded as inactive participation and you will be asked to leave. Students are expected to 

complete assigned readings, assignments, and chapter quizzes prior to the class for which it is 

assigned.  

 

E-Mail Etiquette  

When contacting the instructor via e-mail, proper e-mail etiquette should be utilized. Your e-mail 

should include a subject line; name and time of the course; proper greeting (e.g., “dear,” “hello,” 

“hi,” etc.); correct spelling and grammar; and a signature including your name. When sending an 

attachment via e-mail, it should be referred to within the body of the e-mail and not sent 

independently. Learning professional email practices will benefit and help you to reach broader 

and course specific goals particularly as they pertain to the workplace and developing 

communication skills.  

 

E-mails usually will be answered within 24-48 hours of their receipt. E-mails received prior to or 

after business hours (9:00-5:00) or on weekends usually will receive a response the following 

business day. If your message does not receive a response within these parameters, please send it 

again as a reminder. 

 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is a serious issue. The University of Nebraska-Lincoln has set education 

objectives that aim to maintain academic integrity. Violations of academic integrity include, but 

are not limited to plagiarism, cheating, submitting unoriginal work in whole or part, fabrication 

or falsification, abuse of academic materials, complicity in academic honesty, and falsifying 

grade reports. At minimum, any student found guilty of committing an act of academic 

dishonesty will receive a failing grade on the assignment and will be reported to the Chair of the 

Department of Sociology and the University Judicial Officer. However, further academic and 

disciplinary sanctions may also be applied as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct which can 

be found here: http://stuafs.unl.edu/dos/code. 

 

The Writing Center is an excellent resource that is often underutilized. See their website for 

updated hours, location, and to make an appointment: unl.edu/writing/home.  
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Class Conflicts 

If you have university-related class conflicts (e.g., band, athletics, theatre, etc.), you need to 

submit official written documentation from the organization leader (i.e., director or coach) 

highlighting your schedule and participation. If your schedule conflicts with an assignment due 

date or an exam window, you must inform the Instructor via email about this conflict at least 2 

weeks in advance in order for a new assignment or exam date to be scheduled.  

 

Students who miss activities due to university related travel with an organization are allowed to 

make up missed exercises. Make-up assignments or exams may vary from those originally given. 

Conflicts not university-related (e.g., family deaths, holidays, etc.) will be dealt with on a case-

by-case basis.  

 

Discrimination Policy 

It is the policy of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln not to discriminate upon age, race, 

ethnicity, color, national origin, gender identity, sex, pregnancy, disability, sexual orientation, 

genetic information, veteran’s status, marital status, religion, or political affiliation. I expect 

these guidelines to be respected by all students.  

 

Gender-Neutral Bathrooms 

The following webpage provides a list of gender-neutral bathrooms on campus: 

involved.unl.edu/unl-gender-neutral-bathrooms.  

 

Lactation Rooms 

There is a private lactation space in 727A Oldfather, and a family room on the ground floor 

(North side, room 105). Additional information about lactation spaces is available at 

http://www.unl.edu/chancellor/policymemoranda/20090901-Lactation-Policy.   
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Grading Policy 
As a reminder, passing the course requires a final grade of C (73%) for Sociology majors and a 

D- (60%) for non-majors. Points will be earned based off of participation and completed 

activities as assigned. Grades will be returned within a week (7 days) of the due date unless 

otherwise communicated. Grades will be posted on Blackboard.  
 

All assignments sent via Revel and Blackboard are time sensitive. Students who miss the due 

dates for Revel chapter reading quizzes may not make them up for any reason. If you do not 

complete the chapter quiz by 11:59 on Sunday night you will receive a 0.  
 

Regarding Blackboard assignments, 10% will be docked from your assignment grade each day it 

is late (this includes weekends). I will not grade assignments that are submitted 3 days 

(including weekends) after the due date.   
 

Grading Breakdown 

Assignment Percent of Grade 

Unit Exams (1-3 @ 100 pts. each) 45 

Chapter Reading Quizzes (1-13 @ 75 pts. each) 25 

Other Course Activities  10 

Final Paper (Draft) 5 

Final Paper 15 

Total  100%  

 

Grading Scale 

A+ 100-96  B+ 89-86  C+ 79-76  D+ 69-66 F <=59 

A 95-93  B      85-83  C 75-73  D 65-63 

A- 92-90  B- 82-80  C- 72-70  D- 62-60 
 

Note: Passing this course requires getting a C (73%) or higher for Sociology majors, a D- (60%) 

is passing for others.  
 

Grade Check Requests 

Grade checks/reports for student athletes, scholarships, Greek society membership, etc. are 

handled in person in office hours or by appointment. I do not discuss grades via e-mail.  
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Unit Exams 

There are a total of three (3) examinations for this course to be taken in class on respective 

dates below. The format will be multiple choice, matching, identification, and short answer. All 

exams are closed book/no notes. Each exam will cover specific topics taught both within each 

unit and during the semester. That is, while they will not be comprehensive necessarily, concepts 

will carry over from one unit to the next.  

 

Make-up exams are only allowed under extreme circumstances, and at the instructor’s 

discretion. Students must provide documentation for medical emergencies. Make-up exams may 

be different from the exam originally administered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Unit Exam Dates 

Unit 1 Exam: Friday, September 30 

     Ch. 1 The Sociological Imagination  

     Ch. 2 Social Theory  

     Ch. 3 Studying the Social World  

     Ch. 4 Social Interaction 

Unit 2 Exam: Friday, October 28 

     Ch. 5 Social Structure  

     Ch. 10 Social Strat., Inequality, & Poverty 

     Ch. 11 Race & Ethnicity 

     Ch. 12 Gender & Sexuality 

Unit 3 Exam: Monday, November 21 

     Ch. 13 Families & Family Life 

     Ch. 15 Education 

     Ch. 16 Health & Education 

     Ch. 17 Crime, Deviance, & Social Control  
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Chapter Reading Quizzes 

For each assigned chapter students are required to complete a chapter quiz. Each chapter quiz 

consists of 15 questions at 5 points each. The quizzes are open book with 2 attempts per 

question. Two points will be deducted for each incorrect attempt. If you do not keep up with the 

chapter quizzes you will fail the course (pause for dramatic effect).  

 

The quizzes are part of the Revel interactive media application for the textbook. Chapter reading 

quizzes are at the end of each chapter. The objective quizzes at the end of the sections are not 

graded, but you are encouraged to take them as a lead up to the chapter quiz.  

 

Each quiz is due Sunday at 11:59pm. No late quizzes will be accepted. Failure to complete 

quizzes will result in a 0 grade for the assignment.  

 

 

  Chapter Reading Quiz Schedule* 

Date Chapter 

Sunday, August 28 Ch. 1 Sociological Imagination 

Sunday, September 4 Ch. 2 Social Theory 

Sunday, September 11 Ch. 3 Studying the Social World 

Sunday, September 18 Ch. 4 Social Interaction 

Sunday, September 25 Ch. 5 Social Structure  

Sunday, October 2 Ch. 10 Stratification, Inequality, & Poverty 

Sunday, October 9 Ch. 11 Race & Ethnicity  

Tuesday, October 18** Ch. 12 Gender & Sexuality  

Sunday, October 23 Ch. 13 Families & Family Life 

Sunday, October 30 Ch. 15 Education 

Sunday, November 6 Ch. 16 Health & Medicine 

Sunday, November 13 Ch. 17 Crime, Deviance, & Social Control  

Sunday, November 20 No Quiz: Thanksgiving  

Sunday, November 27 Ch. 18 Social Movements & Revolutions  
*All quizzes are due Sundays at 11:59pm. No late assignments will be accepted.  

**Note the date change because of Fall Break  
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Final Group Paper 

For this assignment, students will be randomly placed into groups of three. Each group will 

select a book from a list provided (see Blackboard for complete list) and write an 8-10 page 

paper. This paper will include a book summary and review, as well as application of sociological 

concepts and theory. Students will review each other as a part of this grade. More details and a 

writing/grading rubric are provided on Blackboard.   

 

Final Group Paper Schedule 

Assignment Due Date 

Book Decision Friday, September 9 in class  

Book Summary  Friday, November 4 in class 

Full Draft Friday, December 2 in class 

Group Meetings December 5, 7, 9 (MWF) in class 

Final Paper  Friday, December 16, 10:00-12:00 

 

Other Course Activities  

The following includes activities that may be implemented during class sessions. Each of these 

will be graded using a check scale: - (1 point),  (2 points), + (3 points). These assignments 

will be largely used as a way to measure comprehension as a component of participation.  

 

This list is not exhaustive and is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor:  

 Pop quizzes  Writing assignments 

 Group assignments/activities   Video reviews 

 Debates  Other Homework as Assigned 

 

Extra Credit Opportunities  

Extra credit may be earned by attending fine arts, theatre, orchestral, or musical theatre 

productions. After the event, students must write up a two-page, double-spaced summary and 

review of the event using sociological theory and terminology. Points will be awarded based on 

application of sociological concepts. These will not be graded based on completion; some effort 

must be put into the assignment. All extra credit assignments are due in class Friday, December 9 

(Dead Week).  
 

Students may submit TWO extra credit assignments for up to 10 points added to their lowest 

exam grades (5 points per submission, not applicable to the final paper). These points may not be 

used for any other assignments. A list of potential events and a detailed assignment outlining 

specific requirements can be found on Blackboard. 
 

Other opportunities may arise throughout the semester. These will be posted on Blackboard.  

  



 

 9 

Course Calendar* 

Date Chapter, Assignment, or Holiday  
  

Week 1: August 22**, 24, 26 

Revel Account Set Up 

Syllabus Review, 

Syllabus Quiz 

Get to Know Each Other  
  

  

Week 2: August 29, 31 

               September 2 
Ch. 1 Sociological Imagination  

  

  

Week 3: September 5, 7, 9 
Ch. 2 Social Theory  

LABOR DAY (Monday) 

 
Book Decision Due (Friday) 
 

  

Week 4: September 12, 14, 16 Ch. 3 Studying the Social World 
  

  

Week 5: September 19, 21, 23** Ch. 4 Social Interaction 
  

  

Week 6: September 26, 28, 30 
Ch. 5 Social Structure 

UNIT 1 TEST (Friday) 
  

  

Week 7: October 3, 5, 7 Ch. 10 Stratification, Inequality, & Poverty 
  

  

Week 8: October 10, 12, 14 Ch. 11 Race & Ethnicity  
  

  

Week 9: October 17, 19, 21 

Ch. 12 Gender & Sexuality (Due Tuesday) 

FALL BREAK (Monday & Tuesday) 

Gender Homework Assignment (Friday) 
  

  

Week 10: October 24, 26, 28 
Ch. 13 Families & Family Life 

UNIT 2 TEST (Friday) 
  

  

Week 11: October 31 

                November 2, 4 

Ch. 15 Education 

Book Summary Due (Friday) 
  

  

Week 12: November 7, 9, 11 
Ch. 16 Health & Medicine 

(Presidential Election Week) 
  



 

 10 

  

Week 13: November 14, 16, 18 Ch. 17 Crime, Deviance, & Social Control  
  

  

Week 14: November 21, 23, 25 

No Reading Quiz 

UNIT 3 TEST (Monday) 

THANKSGIVING BREAK 
  

  

Week 15: November 28, 30 

                December 2** 

Ch. 18 Social Movements & Revolutions 

Full Paper Draft Due (Friday) 
  

  

Week 16: December 5, 7, 9 

DEAD WEEK 

Group Meetings 

Extra Credit Due (Friday) 
  

  

Week 17: December 16, 10:00-12:00 
FINALS WEEK  

Final Paper Due (During Final Exam Time) 
  

*Course schedule is subject to change 

**Potential alternative assignment or substitute  
 


