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SOCIOLOGY OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Course Syllabus 
 

Instructor: Lisa Kort-Butler, Ph.D.  SOCI 311  
Oldfather Hall, Rm. 718  MWF 1:30-2:20  
lkortbutler2@unl.edu  Burnett Hall, Rm. 107 
Office: 472-6005  Prereq: 6 hrs of SOCI /related soc. sci.  
Office Hours: Mon. & Fri. 11:30-12:30  

 
Required Materials  

 Text: Juvenile Delinquency: Causes and Control, 5th edition by R. Agnew & T. Brezina  

 Readings as indicated in the course schedule, posted as PDF files or HTML links on Blackboard  

 The syllabus, assignments, handouts, etc. will be available online via Blackboard. Outlines of PowerPoint 
presentations will also be posted chronologically.  

 
Course Description 

 
"The world is passing through troublous times. The young people of today think of nothing but themselves.  
They have no reverence for parents or old age. They are impatient of all restraint. They talk as if they knew 
everything, and what passes for wisdom with us is foolishness with them.” – Peter the Hermit (1274 C.E.) 

 
The wiles of youth seem to have vexed the generations across millennia. Ask parents or grandparents, and they opine 
that young people are plagued with all sorts of problems, influenced by all nature of things, and generally worse than 
kids used to be.  At the same time, our culture demands responsibility for youth who transgress boundaries.  The 
sociology of delinquency places such transgressions, related behaviors, and juvenile justice in social and cultural context. 
It focuses on the nature and extent of delinquency, the causes of delinquency, patterns of delinquency, and the social 
reaction to delinquency. Throughout the course, we will be discussing the concepts, approaches, and terminology of the 
sociology of delinquency by way of lectures, discussions, group activities, and media.  
 

Course Objectives 
 

 To introduce students to the sociological approach to understanding delinquency and juvenile justice, through an 
array of topics, ideas, issues, and terms used by those who study crime and social control. 

 To foster student understanding of delinquency, delinquent behavior, and the reaction to delinquency as social 
phenomena.  

 To engage critical debates on juvenile issues, such as delinquency prevention and incarceration. 

 To encourage students to approach delinquency from a sociological perspective, rooted in the scientific method. 

 To develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills involved in “doing” sociology.  

 To equip students to use their sociological knowledge about delinquency in the “real world.”  
 

Course Policies 
 

 Attendance: Your attendance is expected by university policy and by me. Regular attendance is the best way to pass 
the course. My PowerPoint presentations will be posted online, but these postings only provide you an outline. You 
are responsible for any material you miss. This includes notes, films, and assignments. I do not share my notes. 
Habitual absences, tardiness, and/or early departures will be noted and will be considered in determining final 
grades.  

 Inclusive and Positive Environment:  I intend to foster a learning environment in which everyone can feel open to 
share their ideas and participate fully in class.  I need your help to do it!  I expect you to show respect for others.  
You should thoughtfully listen to others and be able to disagree with their ideas without judging or disparaging 
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them.  This creates a positive learning space.  I encourage, welcome, and support thoughtful discussion.  However, I 
do not tolerate discussion that becomes disrespectful or behavior that becomes threatening.  All faculty, staff and 
students are responsible for understanding and complying with equity policies.  For more information, visit 
www.unl.edu/equity.  

 Academic Integrity:  When you place your name on an assignment or exam, I interpret this to mean that you have 
received no unauthorized assistance.  Unauthorized assistance includes but is not limited to:  cheating on an exam, 
turning in assignments/exams as your own work when it is not, and plagiarism (presenting someone else’s published 
ideas as your own).  For more on what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, visit www.plagiarism.org.  These 
acts will not be tolerated.  In this course, the 1st offense will result in failing the assignment.  The 2nd offense will 
result in failing the course.  Infractions will also be reported to the Dean of Students.  For more information, visit 
http://www.unl.edu/ous/academic_tips/integrity.shtml. 

 Students with Disabilities: Please contact me for a confidential discussion of your individual needs for academic 
accommodation. UNL’s policy (and mine) is to provide flexible and individualized accommodation to students with 
documented disabilities that may affect their ability to fully participate in course activities or to meet course 
requirements. To receive accommodation services, you must be registered with the Services for Students with 
Disabilities (SSD) office (www.unl.edu/ssd), 132 Canfield Administration, 472-3787 voice or TTY.  

 Technology Issues: If you are experiencing a problem with Blackboard (e.g., accessing materials, uploading 
information), please let me know as soon as possible. Don’t wait until 30 minutes before something is due; I won’t 
be able to help you then. For any technical or computing questions, you can contact the UNL Help Desk 
(http://www.unl.edu/helpdesk). 

 Other Classroom Policies: (1) Please be courteous and turn off cell phones, iPODs, and other gadgets before you 
enter class.  This includes removing ear-buds, Bluetooth devices, etc.  I consider texting in class unnecessary and 
disrespectful, as is using your phone for other activities. (2) If you choose to use a laptop/tablet in class, you should 
ONLY be using it for class purposes.  Your privileges can be revoked.  (3) Please be respectful of me and your 
classmates: focus on attentive listening while others are speaking.  If, for any reason, you are distracting or 
disrespectful to your classmates, I may deduct from your grade and/or ask you to leave class for the day.   

 Email:  Remember that all communications with faculty are business communications, and write emails accordingly.  
Please consult this Inside Higher Ed article for formatting guidelines.  Please note I only check and respond to emails 
during business hours (Mon-Fri, 8 to 5), and allow for a 24-hour turnaround. 

 
Course Requirements 

  

 Take 4 Exams. The exams consist of true/false and multiple choice questions. The exams are administered online at 
the Digital Learning Center in Love Library North.  Because you have an exam window, there are no make-up exams. 
All testing times must be pre-scheduled by students in advance. Students are responsible for self sign-up and early 
sign-up is recommended. Plan ahead! Sign-up here: http://its.unl.edu/dlc/students  
o There is an OPTIONAL final exam during finals week.  It is cumulative.  Your score on this test can replace your 

lowest regular exam score.  If the final score is lower than all other exam scores, it will not be counted.  In other 
words, taking the final can only help your grade. 

 Response Essays. At three points in the semester, response essays are assigned either based on an assigned article 
or on concepts in the textbook. These are designed to reflect your understanding of the unit material, as well as 
support class discussion. Essays are submitted on-line via Blackboard. Do not give me a hard copy! Details available 
under “assignments” on Blackboard.  

 Course Project. You are responsible for completing a course project regarding an aspect of juvenile delinquency or 
juvenile justice. This assignment is an opportunity to dig deeper into an issue of interest to you.   During the final 
week of class, you will create and present a visual project based on your written project.  Your written work is to be 
based on reviews of the research literature; you are encouraged to be creative in your presentation.  Presentations 
are opportunity for students to learn from one another.  Students will be assigned a presentation day; other 
students are expected to attend and engage their classmates in conversation about their projects. Full details will be 
available under “assignments.”  

http://www.unl.edu/equity
http://www.plagiarism.org/
http://www.unl.edu/ous/academic_tips/integrity.shtml
http://www.unl.edu/ssd/
http://www.unl.edu/helpdesk
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2015/04/16/advice-students-so-they-dont-sound-silly-emails-essay
http://its.unl.edu/dlc/students
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 Class Participation.  Participation is an important part of the course.  Your attendance is expected; your participation 
in class discussion is required.  In order to participate fully, you must be prepared.  Simply reading/skimming the 
assignment is not sufficient.  Rather, you should be attentive and critical, so that you are prepared to contribute 
relevant ideas, reactions, and questions to the conversation. Your participation grade will be based on a 
combination of the following, which cannot be made-up if you miss them.  The 2 lowest grades will be dropped. 
1) Pop quizzes on assigned readings, consisting of true/false questions 
2) In-class small group activities  
3) Short homework assignments to be used in class discussion, typically brief analyses of news stories, magazine 

clippings, websites, commercials, etc.  Hard copies will be due in class. 
  

Grading 
Specification: 
Exams (4)   35% 
Response Essays (3) 15% 
Course Project  35% 
Participation  15% 
 
Grading scale: 
97 – 100% = A+ 
93 – 96% = A  83 – 86% = B  73 – 76% = C  63 – 66% = D 
90 – 92% = A-   80 – 82% = B-  70 – 72% = C-  60 – 62% = D- 
87 – 89% = B+   77 – 79% = C+  67 – 69% = D+  0 – 59% = F 

 
 

Other Information 
 
Navigating Blackboard 

 Please make sure your email address is up-to-date.  This is my only method of contacting you for course-related 
announcements. 

 Under “Course Documents,” there is a link for each of the Units.  Click on the link to view and print:  PDF files, 
PowerPoint outlines, and handouts.  Links to websites used or mentioned during class also appear here. 

 Under “Assignments,” there is a link for each of the assignments.  Click on the link to view of copy of the instructions 
for the assignment and directions for uploading your completed assignment. 

 During the exam windows, links will be available under “Exams.” 

 Under “External Links,” I have listed links to various health-related websites that may be of interest. 
 
Deadlines:  Deadlines are deadlines!  All work must be submitted by the posted date and time, or it will not be graded 
and you will receive a zero.  If you wait until the last minute and do not finish on time or experience technical difficulties, 
it is your responsibility.  I take seriously my role in preparing you for future employment.  Employers do not want 
excuses; they want competent people who can get the job done.  I have the same expectations for my students. 

 
Adverse Weather:  If bad weather threatens, I will notify you as soon as reasonably possible if class is cancelled.  Please 
monitor your email.     
 
Dates to Note 

 Jan. 21 = Last day to drop a class.  After this date, a “W” will appear on your transcript. 

 Mar. 3 = Last day to change to Pass/No Pass grade. 

 Apr. 7 = Last day to withdraw from a class. 
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Schedule of Readings, Exams, & Due Dates 

The dates listed are the dates I expect you to have completed the assigned material. 
Please note I reserve the right to change the course syllabus to meet the demands of the course. 

 

Week 1  

Jan. 9 Introduction 

 Unit 1: The Sociology of Delinquency 

Jan. 11 
Introduction to Part 1 
Ch. 1: What is delinquency and how does it differ from adult crime? 

Jan. 13 
(PDF) “The Teenage Brain” by Dobbs 
(PDF) “Self-Absorbed, Dangerous, and Disengaged” by Stern 

Week 2  

Jan. 16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No Class 

Jan. 18 Homework #1 due in class 

Jan. 20 Ch. 2:  How is delinquency measured? 

Week 3  

Jan. 23 Ch. 3:  How much delinquency is there and is delinquency increasing?      

Jan. 25 (PDF) “Juvenile Superpredators” by Kappeler and Potter 

Jan. 27 
Ch. 4:  Who is most likely to engage in delinquency? 
Project topic /description due (Post to Blackboard by 5:00 p.m.)                                                                                                                                              

Week 4  

Jan. 30 (PDF) “Factors that Influence Trajectories of Delinquency throughout Adolescence” by Evans et al. 

Feb. 1 
(PDF)  “The Saints and the Roughnecks” by Chambliss  
Essay #1 due (Post to Blackboard by 1:30 p.m., Wed. 2/1) 
Unit 1 review 

Feb. 3 
Class Cancelled… 
Exam 1 window: Thu. Feb. 2 – Sun. Feb. 5 

Week 5 Unit 2:  Causes of Delinquency -- Theory 

Feb. 6 
Introduction to Part 2 
Ch. 5:  What is a theory and how do we test theories? 

Feb. 8 
Ch. 6:  Strain Theory 
Ch. 7:  Social Learning Theory 

Feb. 10 
Ch. 8:  Control Theory 
Ch. 10:  The Life Course 

Week 6  

Feb. 13 
Ch. 9:  Labeling Theory 
(PDF) “The Protective Effects of Family Support on the Relationship Between Official Intervention and 
General Delinquency” by Dong & Krohn 

Feb. 15 Homework #2 due in class 

Feb. 17 
Ch. 11:  Is delinquency more likely in certain types of situations? 
(PDF) “Studying Deterrence Among High-Risk Adolescents” 

Week 7  

Feb. 20 
Ch. 12:  Group Differences in Delinquency 
Read “Rural Youth Crime: A Reexamination of Social Disorganization Theory’s Applicability” 

Feb. 22 
Theory Wrap-up and Review 
Response Essay #2 due (Post to Blackboard by 1:30 p.m., Wed. 2/2) 

Feb. 24 
Class Cancelled… 
Exam 2 window: Thu. Feb. 23 – Sun. Feb. 26 

  

http://www.journalofjuvjustice.org/JOJJ0401/article04.htm
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Week 8 Unit 3:  Causes of Delinquency -- Research 

Feb. 27 
Introduction to Part 3  
Ch. 13:  Individual Traits 

Mar. 1 Ch. 14:  The Family 

Mar. 3 
Read “The Family That Tweets Together Stays Together” “Kids' Perception Of Parents' Favoritism 
Counts More Than Reality” 

Week 9  

Mar. 6 
Ch. 15:  The School 
Annotated bibliography due (Post to Blackboard by 1:30 p.m.) 

Mar. 8 (PDF) “Media Framing and Policy Change After Columbine” by Birkland & Lawrence 

Mar. 10 (PDF) School to Prison Pipeline 

Week 10  

Mar. 13  Ch. 16:  Peers and  Gangs 

Mar. 15 Homework #3 due in class 

Mar. 17 Watch “Crips & Bloods: Made in America” 

Week 11 Spring Break! 

Week 12  

Mar. 27 Ch. 17: Other Social Influences 

Mar. 29 (PDF) “Children’s Exposure to Violence, Crime, and Abuse: An Update” by Finkelhor et al 

Mar. 31 
Ch. 18:  Is it possible to construct a general theory of delinquency? 
Response Essay #3 due (Post to Blackboard by 1:30 p.m. 3/31) 

Week 13  

Apr. 3 
Class Cancelled… 
Exam 3 window: Sat. Apr. 1 – Tue. Apr. 4 

 Unit 4: Juvenile Justice Issues 

Apr. 5 
Ch. 20: The Police 
(PDF) “The Effects of Adolescent Development on Policing” 

Apr. 7 
Ch. 21:  Juvenile Courts and Corrections 
Course project update (Post to Blackboard by 1:30 p.m.)  

Week 14  

Apr. 10 
Ch. 22:  The Juvenile Justice System  
Read “How Did These Four Kids Get Drastically Different Punishments for One Crime?” 

Apr. 12 (PDF) “Is Disproportionate Minority Contact Improving?” by Jones      

Apr. 14 
Ch. 23:  Deterrence and Incapacitation 
(PDF): “Trying Juveniles as Adults” (by Griffin et al.) 

Week 15  

Apr. 17 Ch. 24:  Prevention and Rehabilitation 

Apr. 19 
Ch. 25:  What should we do to reduce delinquency? 
(PDF) “Changing Lives: Prevention & Intervention to Reduce Serious Offending” 
Homework #4 due in class 

Apr. 21 
Class Cancelled… 
Exam 4 window: Thu. Apr. 20 – Sun. Apr. 23 

Week 16  

Apr. 24 Presentations Round 1 

Apr. 26 Presentations Round 2 

Apr. 28 Presentations Round 3 

Finals Wk 
Mon. May 1 = Course project final essay due (Posted to Blackboard by 5 p.m.) 
Optional Final Exam = Tue. May 2 – Thu. May 4 (closes at 3 p.m.) 

 

http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2013/07/16/202646035/the-family-that-tweets-together-stays-together
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2014/09/17/349246014/kids-perception-of-parents-favoritism-counts-more-than-reality
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2014/09/17/349246014/kids-perception-of-parents-favoritism-counts-more-than-reality
http://fusion.net/story/210411/florida-juveniles-charged-same-crime-different-punishments/

