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MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 
Summer I 2016 

SOCI225:  Section 501 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

 

Instructor Information 
Jaala Robinson 
Email: jaala@huskers.unl.edu 
Office: 408 Oldfather Hall, City Campus 
Office Hours: TW 1:00 – 2:30 PM 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The goal of Sociology, as a social science, is to better understand social institutions through the 
use of empirical research. Because the nature of this course is sociological, marriage and the 
family will be examined primarily as social institutions that are intricately connected to thWe 
rest of society. Other social institutions, such as the economy, religious organizations, and 
political systems influence family life heavily. The family has significant influence in society as 
well. As the primary agent of socialization, the family is the dominant influence on most 
people’s lives and worldviews. 
 
Ultimately, the family holds an integral place in American society, both in the public and private 
spheres. This course explores issues concerning family life at the beginning of the twenty-first 
century. A note of caution is necessary before moving forward. Although the course covers a 
great deal of valuable material about family life, it is not a self-help course or an instruction 
manual for mothers, fathers, husbands, wives, and stepparents. Rather, the course is an 
introduction into the sociological study of marriage and the family. It explores historical and 
current trends in marriage and family life and should be treated as such. 
 
ACHIEVEMENT-CENTERED EDUCATION (ACE) & STUDENT LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES  
The University of Nebraska–Lincoln seeks to provide quality education to all of its students and 
has certified that certain classes assess specific learning objectives. SOCI225X will facilitate 
Learning Outcomes No. 6 (using knowledge, theories, methods, and historical perspectives 
appropriate to the social sciences to understand and evaluate human behavior) and No. 9 (exhibit 
global awareness or knowledge of human diversity through analysis of an issue). Upon 
completion of this course, students should be able to execute the following: 

 Comprehend the sociological terminology used when studying marriage and the family 
and use this terminology appropriately in their everyday life. 

 Become familiar with the research methods used by sociologists when studying marriage 
and the family, and be able to identify reliable research and findings about the family. 

 Be able to discuss the macro-level phenomena that influence rates, trends, and decisions 
made by individuals about marriage and the family with the realization that many of the 
individual choices people make are constrained by macro-level constraints. 

 Recognize the inaccuracy of many of the myths about marriage and the family in the 
United States and be able to present research findings to the contrary. 

 Understand that many of the topics studied under the general heading “marriage and the 
family” are marked by great diversity based on age, race, socioeconomic status, religion, 
and many other factors. 
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ACE learning objectives in this course will be assessed through examinations, written 
assignments, and a class debate. 
 
REQUIRED MATERIAL  
Cherlin, Andrew J. Public and Private Families: An Introduction, 7th Edition.  New York: NY: 
McGraw-Hill, 2013. 
ISBN-10: 0078026676 
ISBN-13: 9780078026672 
 
Cherlin, Andrew J. Public and Private Families: A Reader, 7th Edition.  New York: NY: 
McGraw-Hill, 2013. 
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
 Course Participation: This class meets daily and is very small. This means that I expect 

participation from every student. The format of the class is such that students will be engaged 
with the material and interact with each other and the instructor. Be sure to come prepared to 
discuss the readings! 

 Non-Threatening Environment:  Harassment of any kind is against university and classroom 
policy.  I expect you to show respect for others.  This means thoughtfully listening to others, 
without judging them.  Keeping an open mind is the key!  This creates a positive learning 
environment for everyone.  Thoughtful debate is welcomed and encouraged.  However, 
harassment and disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. All faculty, staff and students are 
responsible for understanding and complying with harassment policies.  For more 
information, visit http://www.unl.edu/equity. 

 Academic Integrity:  When you place your name on an assignment or exam, I interpret this to 
mean that you have received no unauthorized assistance on an assignment or test.  
Unauthorized assistance includes but is not limited to:  cheating on an exam, turning in 
assignments/exams as your own work when it is not, and plagiarism (presenting someone 
else’s published ideas as your own). These acts will not be tolerated and will be handled 
according to university policy.   If you are even unclear about what constitutes plagiarism or 
if you just want a refresher, please take advantage of this resource (see under 4.2 Academic 
Dishonesty):  http://stuafs.unl.edu/ja/code/three.shtml 

 Students with Disabilities:  UNL encourages all students to participate fully in the academic 
opportunities, cultural enrichment, and the wide array of social activities offered.  A student 
desiring reasonable accommodations for his/her documented disability should visit 
http://www.unl.edu/ssd for more information.  Please notify me as soon as possible of any 
accommodations you may need for the course.   

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Grades throughout the semester are broken down as follows: 

 In-class activities: 5% 
 Paper assignment: 20% 
 Exams (1-3): 40% 
 Daily reading summaries: 10% 
 Final class debate: 25% 
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o Assignment (paper):  You will submit one written assignment.  This project will allow you to 
apply what you have learned in the course to the analysis of marriage and family structure. 
This papers will require a significant amount of time to complete.   

o Papers should be typewritten with Times New Roman font, 1 inch margins, 12 point 
font, and double spaced. Be sure to save a copy of your assignment. 

o Correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation are essential. Proofread each paper before 
submitting. 

o All papers need to be submitted as .doc, .docx, or .rtf files.  
 
o Exams:  You will complete three exams/tests.  Each test will include multiple-choice, true-

false, and essay questions. The Study Questions at the end of each chapter should help you 
prepare for the exams.  

o Daily reading summaries: Completing all class readings is essential to having engaging and 
interesting class discussions. To help you prepare for class discussions, you will be expected 
to hand in a 1-2 page reading summary each day. These summaries will contain a short 
synopsis of the readings, along with your reaction and two or three discussion questions. 

o Final class debate: One of our final chapters covers family policy, which involves applying 
everything we’ve learned about the family to the public sphere. This is a difficult topic for 
students, and so we will organize a class debate so that we can all understand the issues 
involved. Students will be assigned to a team and then will, over the course of the final week, 
construct debate arguments. More information will be given later in the semester. 

 
GRADING POINTS 
Students need at least the following percentage of total points to earn each grade.  
 
%   Letter Grade 
97%   A+  
93%   A 
90%   A- 
87%   B+  
83%   B 
80%   B- 
77%   C+  
73%   C 
70%   C- 
67%   D+  
63%   D 
60%   D- 
below 60%  F 
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DATE READING 
EXAMS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

(reading summaries required 
daily) 

M. 6/6 None!  

T 6/7 

Text: Ch 1 & Ch 2 
Reader: 

 Coontz – A Brief History of 
Marriage 

 

W 6/8 Text: Ch 3  

R 6/9 

Reader: 
 West and Zimmerman – 

Doing Gender 
 Risman and Seale – Betwixt 

and Be Tween: Gender 
Contradictions among Middle 
Schoolers 

 

F 6/10  Text: Ch 4  

M 6/13 
Reader: 

 Lareau - Invisible Inequality 
 

T 6/14 Text: Ch 5  

W 6/15 

Reader: 
 Hill – Why Won’t African 

Americans Get (and Stay) 
Married? Why Should They? 

 

R 6/16 Text: Ch 6 
Exam 1 Window Opens 

(Closes on Saturday, 6/18) 

F 6/17 BB: 
Assignment 1 DUE 

(On BB by Midnight) 
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 Solebello & Elliot – Fathers 
Talk about Their Teen’s 
Sexuality 

  

M 6/20 

Text: Ch 7 
Reader: 

 Edin & Kefalas – Unmarried 
with Children 

 

T 6/21 

BB: 
 Kuperberg – Cohabiting isn’t 

what it used to be 
 Responses to Kuperberg 

 

W 6/22 Text: Ch 9  

R 6/23 
BB: 

 Hays – From Rods to 
Reasoning 

 

F 6/24 Text: Ch 10  

M 6/27 

Reader: 
 Bengston – Beyond the 

Nuclear Family: The 
Increasing Importance of 
Multigenerational Bonds 

 

T 6/28 

Text: Ch 14 
BB:  

 Hayes – Welfare Reform  
 

Exam 2 Window Opens 
(Closes on Friday, 7/1) 

 
Receive debate assignment 

W 6/29 

Text: Ch 11 
Reader: 

 Johnson – Control and 
Violence in Intimate 
Relationshiups  

 

 

R 6/30 

Text: Ch 12 
Reader: 

 Kelley & Emery – Children’s 
Adjustment Following 
Divorce 

 

F 7/1 

Text: Ch 13 
Reader:  

 Mason – The Modern 
American Stepfamily 

Workday 
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M 7/4 

HOLIDAY DON’T COME 
TO CLASS 

 

T 7/5 Text: Ch 8  

W 7/6 

Reader: 
 Gerson & Jacobs – The Work 

Home Crunch 
 Hochschild – Joey’s Problem 

 
BB: 

 Duetsch – Strategies Men Use 
to Resist 

 

R 7/7 Review  
Exam 3 Window Opens 
(Closes on Saturday 7/9) 

F 7/8 CLASS DEBATE – NO READING  


