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Introduction to Sociology 
Spring 2017 

Soc 101: Sections 700, 800, and 900 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

 
Instructor Information 
Dr. Laura Simon        Office:  404 Oldfather Hall, City Campus 
Email:  laura.simon@unl.edu      Office Hours: Mondays 10:00am-11:00am 
            Wednesdays 11:00am-12:00pm 
           Or By Appointment 
 
Kristen An Horton, MA, JD      Office: 409 Oldfather Hall, City Campus 
Email: kristenanhorton@huskers.unl.edu OR    Office Hours:  Mondays 12:30pm-1:30pm 
           kris10h@gmail.com                 Thursdays 1:00pm-2:00pm 

          Or By Appointment         
  
Course Description 
In this online Introduction to Sociology (SOCI 101) course, we will investigate society and human interactions, specifically 
aiming to unlock your “sociological imagination.”  Drawing from C. Wright Mills, we will identify the connections between 
personal experiences and the social environment that we live in – the sociological imagination.  The course will emphasize 
both theoretical and conceptual frameworks developed by sociologists and explore how sociologists utilize these theories 
within research. 
 
Students will learn and be encouraged to think critically and sociologically on a vast array of societal issues concerning 
gender, sexuality, crime, families, health, race/ethnicity, education, and religion.  Together, we will explore the world around 
us through a sociological lens.  Utilizing course materials, this course will also act as a space for the application of 
sociological concepts and terminology to current events, pop culture, and online content. 
 
Course Objectives 
Following the completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Demonstrate understanding of fundamental sociological theories and concepts;  

 Explain the process of sociological research; 

 Discover and develop our own sociological imaginations and apply it to societal issues;  

 Understand the ways in which social institutions are interdependent; and  

 Explore how social factors contribute to social inequalities and efforts to create social change. 

Achievement Centered Education (ACE) Designation 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln seeks to provide quality education to all its students.  To that end, it has designated 
certain classes as ACE certified.  These classes provide and assess specific learning outcomes.  As an ACE certified class, 
Introduction to Sociology (SOCI 101) will facilitate Learning Outcome #6 (using knowledge, theories, methods, and historical 
perspective appropriate to the social sciences to understand and evaluate human behavior).  This class will: 

 Provide opportunities to increase your knowledge of an individual’s relationship with society, key 
sociological theories, prevalent patterns of inequality, and sociological perspectives on primary institutions 
through lectures, discussions, readings, and videos; and  

 Offer opportunities to acquire knowledge relevant to understanding patterns of human behaviors. 

ACE learning outcomes will be assessed by quizzes, discussion board participation, reflection/reaction papers, and exams. 
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Required Text 
The Sociology Project 2.0 – MUST purchase Revel student access card (ISBN 9780133884319).  It is optional to purchase 
a loose-leaf book with the Revel student access card (ISBN 9780134149592). 

This course uses a Pearson digital product which contains important assignments and resources throughout the semester.  
The required link below is unique to this course.  Here is how to register: 

Student Registration Instructions 
To access REVEL from your Blackboard course: 

 Start from your Blackboard course.  

 Select a content area (perhaps called Content or REVEL) from the left navigation. 

 Select Open REVEL. 
 If you have a Pearson account, enter your username and password. Otherwise, create a new account. Note: If you 
 are also registering for a Pearson MyLab (like MyMathLab or MyVirtualChild) this term, you must register for the 
 MyLab first, in order to use the same username and password for REVEL. 

 When your accounts are linked, select an access option:  
- Redeem an access code purchased from the bookstore. 

 - Buy access using a credit card or PayPal. 
 - If available, get temporary access. 

 Your REVEL content appears. 

 To go back to Blackboard, look for the Blackboard tab or window in your browser. 
 That’s it. Throughout the semester, please access your REVEL content through Blackboard. 
To upgrade temporary access to full access: 
To upgrade your access before your temporary access expires, select the link in your confirmation email.  
Once your temporary access expires, when you open REVEL from Blackboard, you’re prompted to upgrade your access. 
Redeem a pre-purchased access code, or buy access using a credit card or PayPal.  
Need help? 
If you have trouble getting access, make sure your laptop or other device is set up to work with REVEL. 
Visit Pearson Support at https://support.pearson.com/getsupport. 
Dedicated REVEL support line for students: (855) 875-1801 

 
Communication 
There are two co-instructors for this course.  Please contact Kristen Horton first, via email.  I check my email regularly (but 
not obsessively) and I will do my best to respond to emails within 24 hours.  To reach you, I will use Blackboard.  Please 
take a few minutes to review your contact information in both Blackboard and MyRed.  It is your responsibility to make sure 
your contact information is current. 
 
Class Format 
The class is an independent study course (online) wherein students are required to complete the course with limited 
instructor interaction.  Please make sure to become familiar with all due dates and course requirements.  ALL DUE DATE 
TIMES ARE CENTRAL STANDARD TIME ZONE.  The course is designed in Blackboard with “Weekly Folders.”  Each 
folder contains the appropriate assignments, PowerPoints, and material needed for each week. 
Announcements 

 Throughout the semester, important reminders and updates will be posted on Blackboard. 

 Students are suggested to check for announcements regularly and ensure that they are receiving emails from 
Blackboard to when an announcement has been posted.  You may need to check your spam! 

Student Responsibility for Online Learning 

 Students are responsible for reading and reviewing the syllabus throughout the course as it may change. 

https://www.pearsonhighered.com/revel/students/support/system-requirements/index.html
https://support.pearson.com/getsupport
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 Students are responsible for all material throughout the course.  This includes material from lectures (PowerPoints), 
reading assignments (textbook), audiovisual content, videos, and handouts.  Not all material will be covered within 
the PowerPoints, but will be included on quizzes and exams. 

 Students are responsible for taking notes and preparing for exams accordingly. 

 All students are expected to maintain academic integrity and adhere to the Student Code of Conduct. 

 If a student requires accommodation for a disability, they should contact one of the instructors immediately to insure 
proper action is taken. 

 
Blackboard & REVEL 

 The Blackboard portal will be used for posting of syllabi, supplementary reading materials, outlines, grades, and 
other important course information and updates.  If you have any limitations using Blackboard, notify one of the 
instructors immediately, as computer access is a requirement of this class. 

 REVEL will be utilized for quizzes and reading materials for the course.  If you have any questions regarding 
REVEL, notify one of the instructors immediately, as REVEL is also required for the course. 

 
GRADED WORK 
Syllabus Quiz 
In order to make sure students have read and understand the syllabus and all deadlines, a 15 point quiz on the syllabus 
opens at 8:00am on Monday, January 9th, and closes at 11:59pm on Sunday, January 15th.  The quiz will be taken in 
Blackboard.  Students will have 30 minutes to complete the quiz, and once the quiz is started it must be completed in one 
sitting. 
 
Revel Quizzes 
In order to assess students’ understanding of course material, each week there will be a chapter quiz due by Sunday at 
11:59PM CST.  There will be thirteen (13) chapter quizzes, each worth 30 points.  The quizzes will be 15 multiple choice 
questions each worth 2 points. Students will have two attempts to answer the question correctly, after an initial incorrect 
attempt the question value will reduce to 1 point. Students must make sure to complete each Chapter Quiz, located at the 
end of every assigned chapter (the shorter quizzes within each chapter are not required).  All assignments must be 
completed in the assignments tab in REVEL for credit.  If a student has any technical difficulties, the student must first (1) 
contact REVEL and receive a reference number.  If the REVEL Technical Support cannot help, the student must second (2) 
email Laura Simon (laura.simon@unl.edu) with the reference number included to receive credit. 

 

Chapter Sunday by 11:59pm

Syllabus Quiz 01/15

Ch. 1:  The Sociological Imagination 01/22

Ch. 2:  Social Theory 01/29

Ch. 3:  Studying the Social World 02/05

Ch. 4:  Social Interaction 02/12

Ch. 5:  Social Structure 02/19

Ch. 10:  Social Stratification, Inequality, and Poverty 02/26

Ch. 11:  Race and Ethnicity 03/05

Ch. 12:  Gender and Sexuality 03/12

Ch. 13:  Families and Family Life 03/19

Ch. 14:  Sociology of Religion 04/02

Ch. 15:  Education 04/09

Ch. 16:  Health and Medicine 04/16

Ch. 17:  Crime, Deviance, and Social Control 04/23

Chapter Quiz Schedule
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Weekly Discussion Boards 
Each week students are required to participate in weekly discussions.  A question will be posed every week.  These items 
may relate to current events, materials from the class, or a wide variety of thoughts/ideas/questions.  Once I have posted 
the initial discussion question, the discussion board will be open to class members to respond and contribute.  Students are 
required to both post one response and reply twice.  Your weekly post is due every Wednesday by 11:59pm CST, is worth 4 
points, and must be at least one paragraph long (at least 4 sentences).  Each response is due every Sunday by 11:59 pm 
CST, is worth 3 points each (6 points per week), and must be at least two sentences long.  As this is an online course, this 
activity is meant to take the place of the typical classroom discussion.  This is an opportunity to share your opinions, 
experiences, and understanding of the course material as well as academically engage with your classmates. Please cite 
page numbers from the text when discussing concepts from the class.  This activity will be as interesting and engaging as 
we make it.  Only respectful and appropriate dialogue should be used when contributing to the discussion boards - please 
refer to the section on creating a ‘non-threatening environment’ later in this syllabus for more information about this 
expectation.   Since there are so many students enrolled, there will be groups made, where each student will post in their 
assigned groups.  For the semester we will have three units.  For each unit there will be new groups assigned.  A change in 
perspective is always welcomed! 

 

 
 

Reflection Papers 
Throughout the semester, there will be three reflection papers due.  The reflection papers will be a reflection on a video 
related to topics covered in the course.  The papers must be submitted via Blackboard.  Any emailed assignments will not 
be accepted.  Each paper should be a comprehensive summary of the topic and include your application of sociological 
theory, your own reflection about how the media depicts the concepts and perspectives of sociology.  Each paper should be 
three (3) to four (4) double spaced pages, using standard 12 point font with 1 inch margins.  All students must upload each 
reflection paper as an attachment in a word document. 

 

DB Original Response DB Two Replies

Wednesday by 11:59pm Sunday by 11:59pm

About Me original post 01/15

Ch. 1:  The Sociological Imagination 01/18 01/22

Ch. 2:  Social Theory 01/25 01/29

Ch. 3:  Studying the Social World 02/01 02/05

Ch. 4:  Social Interaction 02/08 02/12

Ch. 5:  Social Structure 02/15 02/19

Ch. 10:  Social Stratification, Inequality, and Poverty 02/22 02/26

Ch. 11:  Race and Ethnicity 03/01 03/05

Ch. 12:  Gender and Sexuality 03/08 03/12

Ch. 13:  Families and Family Life 03/15 03/19

Ch. 14:  Sociology of Religion 03/27 04/02

Ch. 15:  Education 04/05 04/09

Ch. 16:  Health and Medicine 04/12 04/16

Ch. 17:  Crime, Deviance, and Social Control 04/19 04/23

Discussion Board Schedule

#1 Friday 02/03 11:59pm

#2 Friday 03/10 11:59pm

#3 Friday 04/14 11:59pm

Reflection Paper Schedule
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Exams 
There will be three (3) exams, each worth 100 points.  The exams will be 50 multiple choice questions each worth 2 points.  
The questions will be drawn from the readings, lectures, quizzes, films, and discussion topics.  All three exams will open on 
a Monday morning and close that Friday.  Students will have a 5 day window to complete the exams.  For each exam, 
students will have only one attempt. 
 

 
 
Make-Up Exams 
Only under extreme circumstances are make-up exams allowed, and are at the instructors’ discretion.  Students must also 
provide documentation for medical emergencies.   
 
Grading 
 

 
 
 
Letter grades will be assigned based on percentage of points earned as follows: 
A+ 96%-100% 
A 93%-95% 
A- 90%-92% 
B+ 86%-89% 
B 83%-85% 

B- 80%-82% 
C+ 76%-79% 
C 73%-75% 
C- 70%-72% 
D+ 66%-69% 

D 63%-65% 
D- 60%-62% 
F 0%-59% 

 
**Please Note:  Passing this course requires getting a C (73%) or higher. 
 
Grade Check Request 
Grade checks/reports for student athletes, scholarships, Greek society membership, etc., are handled via email request to 
Kristen Horton. 
 
 
 
 

Chapters OPENS CLOSES

Exam #1 1, 2, 3, 4 Monday 02/13 at 8:00am Friday 2/17 at 11:59pm

Exam #2 5, 10, 11, 12 Monday 03/13 at 8:00am Friday 03/17 at 11:59pm

Exam #3 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 Monday 05/01 at 8:00am Friday 05/05 at 4:59pm

Unit Exam Schedule

ASSIGNMENT POINTS PER ITEM TOTAL POINTS

About Me 15 points (x1) 15

Syllabus Quiz 10 points (x1) 15

Chapter Quiz 30 points (x13) 390

Discussion Board

     - original post 4 points (x13) 52

     - reply post 3 points (x13) 39

     - reply post 3 points (x13) 39

Reflection Papers 50 points (x3) 150

Unit Exams 100 points (x3) 300

TOTAL 1000
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Course Expectations 

 Non-Threatening Environment:  At times, class discussion, discussion boards, may become controversial.  While you 
may not agree with a topic or speaker, please respect the expressed opinions or beliefs.  I expect you to show respect 
for others.  This means thoughtfully listening to, or reading, the ideas/questions/experiences of others without judging 
them.  Keeping an open mind is the key!  This creates a positive learning environment for everyone.  Thoughtful debate 
is welcomed and encouraged.  Use these times to learn about a new topic and broaden your understanding.  This is my 
challenge to you and it is my place to guide these discussions in a healthy direction to promote a positive learning 
environment.  Harassment and disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. Harassment of any kind is against university 
and classroom policy.  The online environment does not excuse you from following these guidelines as you write and 
respond to discussion board posts. All faculty, staff and students are responsible for understanding and complying with 
harassment policies.  For more information, visit http://www.unl.edu/equity. 

 Academic Integrity:  UNL has set education objectives that aim to maintain academic integrity.  Violations of academic 
integrity include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, submitting unoriginal work in whole or part, fabrication or 
falsification, abuse of academic materials, complicity in academic dishonesty, and falsifying grade reports.  At minimum, 
any student found guilty of committing an act of dishonesty will receive a failing grade in this course and will be reported 
to the Chair of the Department of Sociology and the University Judicial Officer.  However, further academic and 
disciplinary sanctions may also be applied.  If you are unaware of what constitutes academic dishonesty, please see an 
academic advisor or become familiar with UNL’s Academic Integrity policy (http://stuafs.unl.edu/ja/code/three.shtml). 

 Students with Disabilities:  In accordance with the University policy, if a student has a documented disability and 
requires accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, he/she should contact Kristen Horton via email as soon 
as possible and make this need known.  It is the policy of UNL to provide flexible and individualized accommodation to 
students with documented disabilities that may affect their ability to fully participate in course activities or to meet course 
requirements.  To receive accommodation services, you must be registered with the Services for Students with 
Disabilities (SSD) office, 132 Canfield Administration, 402-472-3787 voice or TTY.  Please contact the SSD office as 
soon as possible to have them advance the paperwork to Kristen Horton in a timely manner.  Visit 
http://www.unl.edu/ssd for more information.     

 Technology Issues (Blackboard and REVEL):  All activity in the course is monitored and recorded by our online campus 
administrator and can be retrieved in the event of conflict between what has been done and what has been said was 
done.  If you experience problems with your home computer, the course (Blackboard) and textbook (REVEL) are both 
available online, so any computer with an Internet connection can access both.  Therefore, if an assignment (quiz, 
discussion board posting, reflection paper, or exam) is not submitted properly or late, the instructors reserve the right to 
consider the assignment as incomplete, resulting in a zero for the assignment.  If you are experiencing a problem with 
Blackboard (e.g., accessing materials, uploading information), you can contact UNL Blackboard Help Desk at 402-472-
3970 (Monday-Friday, 7:30am-7:30pm CST).  The website is http://www.unl.edu/helpdesk.  The email is 
mysupport@unl.edu.  If you are experiencing a problem with REVEL, you can contact them at 855-875-1801, or the 
webpage http://www.pearsonhighered.com/revel/students/support/technical-support/index.html.  **IMPORTANT:  
Students will be required to contact REVEL with any technical issues.  REVEL will give you a reference code.  All 
students must receive a reference code, then email Laura Simon with issues in order to receive credit.**  Don’t wait until 
30 minutes before something is due!  

 Course Pace:  Online courses can be difficult if not taken seriously from the start.  In order to maximize your success in 
this course, keep up with the readings each week and consider answering the discussion questions at the end of each 
module.  Keeping up with the work at the beginning of the class will help you in not being overwhelmed with the work 
later on. 

 Use of Blackboard and REVEL:  The use of Blackboard and REVEL is a central part of this class.  It is your 
responsibility to familiarize yourself with the functions of Blackboard and REVEL, especially for the purposes of taking 
quizzes and exams, viewing assignment directions and uploading assignments.  It is up to you to make sure the 
appropriate document is uploaded to Blackboard when an assignment is due.  Uploading a wrong or blank document 
will result in the loss of points per the late policy (see above). 

  

http://www.unl.edu/equity
http://stuafs.unl.edu/ja/code/three.shtml
http://www.unl.edu/ssd
http://www.unl.edu/helpdesk
mailto:mysupport@unl.edu
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/revel/students/support/technical-support/index.html


7 
 

COURSE CALENDAR 

 
 

Week Dates Chapter Assignment

1 January 9 - Register with REVEL "About Me" due Sunday, 01/15 by 11:59pm

January 15 Read the Syllabus "Syllabus Quiz" due Sunday, 01/15 by 11:59pm

2 January 16 - Ch. 1:  The Sociological Imagination Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 01/18 by 11:59pm

January 22 pages 2-19 Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 01/22 by 11:59pm

Ch. 1 Quiz due Sunday 01/22 by 11:59pm

3 January 23 - Ch. 2:  Social Theory Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 01/25 by 11:59pm

January 29 pages 20-51 Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 01/29 by 11:59pm

Ch. 2 Quiz due Sunday 01/29 by 11:59pm

4 January 30 - Ch. 3:  Studying the Social World Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 02/01 by 11:59pm

February 5 pages 52-77 **Reflection Paper #1 due Friday 02/03 by 11:59pm

Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 02/05 by 11:59pm

Ch. 3 Quiz due Sunday 02/05 by 11:59pm

5 February 6 - Ch. 4:  Social Interaction Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 02/08 by 11:59pm

February 12 pages 78-95 Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 02/12 by 11:59pm

Ch. 4 Quiz due Sunday 02/12 by 11:59pm

6 February 13 - Ch. 5:  Social Structure ** Unit 1 Exam opens Monday 02/13 at 8:00am and closes Friday 02/17 at 11:59pm

February 19 pages 96-117 Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 02/15 by 11:59pm

Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 02/15 by 11:59pm

Ch. 5 Quiz due Sunday 02/15 by 11:59pm

7 February 20 - Ch. 10:  Social Stratification, Inequality, and Poverty Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 02/22 by 11:59pm

February 26 pages 212-237 Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 02/26 by 11:59pm

Ch. 10 Quiz due Sunday 02/26 by 11:59pm

8 February 27 - Ch. 11:  Race and Ethnicity Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 03/01 by 11:59pm

March 5 pages 238-265 Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 03/05 by 11:59pm

Ch. 11 Quiz due Sunday 03/05 by 11:59pm

9 March 6 - Ch. 12:  Gender and Sexuality Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 03/08 by 11:59pm

March 12 pages 266-287 **Reflection Paper #2 due Friday 03/10 by 11:59pm

Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 03/12 by 11:59pm

Ch. 12 Quiz due Sunday 03/12 by 11:59pm

10 March 13 - Ch. 13:  Families and Family Life ** Unit 2 Exam opens Monday 03/13 at 8:00am and closes Friday 03/17 at 11:59pm

March 19 pages 288-313 Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 03/15 by 11:59pm

Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 03/19 by 11:59pm

Ch. 13 Quiz due Sunday 03/19 by 11:59pm

11 March 20 -

March 26 Extra Credit Opportunity TBA on Blackboard
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Final Pointers for Success 

 Online courses can be difficult if not taken seriously from the start.  In order to maximize your success in this 
course, keep up with the readings each week.  Keeping up with the work at the beginning of the class will help you 
in not being overwhelmed with the work later on. 

 Be honest in your work.  Don’t cheat.  Don’t plagiarize.  Plagiarism will be taken seriously and your grade will be 
affected in a serious fashion. 

 Respect your classmates’ contributions on the discussion board.  This is especially important in this class where 
information is about people’s personal experiences.  You can disagree with a perspective that I or another student 
may present, but you should treat the material, idea, and person with respect. 

 Take responsibility for your own learning.  If you have a question regarding an assignment or any course material, 
ask it!  Students that alert me to any questions or issues tend to improve their work in the class.  Keeping on top of 
your work and communicating with me when questions or issues arise will be to your benefit.   

 

Week Dates Chapter Assignment

12 March 27 - Ch. 14:  Sociology of Religion Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 03/29 by 11:59pm

April 2 pages 314-343 Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 04/02 by 11:59pm

Ch. 14 Quiz due Sunday 04/02 by 11:59pm

13 April 3 - Ch. 15:  Education Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 04/05 by 11:59pm

April 9 pages 344-369 Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 04/09 by 11:59pm

Ch. 15 Quiz due Sunday 04/09 by 11:59pm

14 April 10 - Ch. 16:  Health and Medicine Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 04/12 by 11:59pm

April 16 pages 370-399 **Reflection Paper #3 due Friday 04/14 by 11:59pm

Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 04/16 by 11:59pm

Ch. 16 Quiz due Sunday 04/16 by 11:59pm

15 April 17 - Ch. 17:  Crime, Deviance, and Social Control Discussion Board original response due Wednesday 04/19 by 11:59pm

April 23 pages 400-427 Discussion Board two replies due Sunday 04/23 by 11:59pm

Ch. 17 Quiz due Sunday 04/23 by 11:59pm

16 April 24 - "Dead Week" Study

April 30 Extra Credit Opportunity TBA on Blackboard

17 May 1 - "Finals Week" ** Unit 3 Exam opens Monday 05/01 at 8:00am and closes Friday 05/05 at 4:59pm

May 5


